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IPCC report on global warming of 1.5C (2018)
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The scale of the climate change challenge

IPCC report on global warming of 1.5C (2018)
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Health risks from climate change
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Climate change is firmly on the global 

health agenda

One of four health priorities of 

WHO Director – General Tedros 

election. Emergencies, Universal 
Health Coverage, Maternal and 
Child Health, and Climate and 

Environmental Change.

Central platform for WHO’s 

General Programme of Work 

2019- 2023.  
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Health is back at the climate negotiations

The “right to health” is central to both the UNFCCC 
Convention, and the Paris agreement. 
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1. Evidence: Improved understanding
to build health system resilience
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1. Evidence: Country-specific 
information and investment cases

WHO/UNFCCC is working 
with countries, to produce 
country profiles of climate 
and health for ~ 50 
countries.

Can support countries to 
develop evidence-based 
business cases for 
investment in climate 
resilient health systems, 
and health-promoting 
mitigation
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2. Implementation: Growing experience 
of health adaptation to climate change
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2. Implementation:
Scaling up and sharing best practice

“Smart “ (Safe and Green) hospitals:
Georgetown Hospital in Saint Vincent &  the Grenadines

Dengue early warning system, based on 
precipitation
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10 components to build 
climate-resilient health 
systems

Implementation:
Toolkit and process for building 
climate resilient health systems
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Climate change adaptation funds 
allocated to health projects (up to 2016)

• National health budgets 
are overstretched, 
especially for 
prevention.

• Climate finance itself is 
insufficient.

• Health is poorly 
represented within 
climate project funding.

4. Financing: Addressing the current 
neglect of support for climate and health
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Buildings
4.3 m deaths from indoor

air pollution

Electricity
and heat

3.7m deaths from
outdoor

air pollution

Agriculture
2.8 m deaths from
Overweight/obese

Transport
1.2 m deaths

from road traffic crashes
3.2m from physical inactivity

Industry
1 m deaths

from occupational
risks

Total
Greenhouse

Gas
Emissions

Health impacts of the causes of climate change

Circle size proportional to GHG emissions in 2010 (tonnes CO2 equivalent).
Changes proportional to projections of changes by 2050.  Emissions data from IPCC, 2014.
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Engaging the health sector on
climate change

First ever health report to UNFCCC-COP

Global call to action on climate and health

Health/AP as priority in 2019 UNSG climate summit
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Thank you


