
Collaborating for Action on Climate 
Change and Health 
 
The Framework for a National Strategy on Climate, 
Health and Well-being for Australia



About Climate and Health 
Alliance (CAHA)
 Coalition of health groups working together to advocate for climate action to 
protect health, and working to reduce the environmental footprint of the 
healthcare sector www.caha.org.au  

 Partner and affiliate of international NGO Health Care Without Harm 
www.noharm.org 

 Support hospitals and health services to reduce carbon and environmental 
footprint through Green and Healthy Hospitals network 
www.greenhospitals.net  

 Considered a leader in Australia and globally within the health community – 
inspired other national and global alliances  

 Part of Climate Action Network Australia - bringing health perspectives and 
health voices to the climate movement www.cana.net.au  

 Part of the broader global effort – founding member and on board of the 
Global Climate and Health Alliance www.gcha.org 

 Leading the Our Climate Our Health campaign  
www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au

http://www.caha.org.au/
http://www.noharm.org/
http://www.greenhospitals.net/
http://www.cana.net.au/
http://www.gcha.org/
http://www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au/


Background to National Strategy 
on Climate, Health and Well-being

 A Global Survey on Climate Change and 
Health Policy led by CAHA for the World 
Federation of Public Health Associations 
(WFPHA)  

 First-ever global benchmarking survey of 
national climate and health policy 

 Evaluated how nations are responding to 
the health impacts of climate change  

 Showed Australia lags behind other 
industrialised nations in protecting its 
citizens from the major health risks 
associated with global warming





 The Paris Agreement, ratified by Australia in 2016, 
obliges parties to consider citizens ‘right to health’ in 
the context of their national climate change response, 
and to consider the health co-benefits associated with 
emissions reduction in decisions on climate mitigation.  

 Without a national strategy, Australia lacks any 
mechanism to ensure this occurs. 

Paris Agreement



National consultation 
with healthcare 
stakeholders

 June 2016: Discussion Paper: Towards a National Strategy on 
Climate, Health and Well-being 

 August 2016: Online Discussion Forum using pax.republic 
platform 

 September 2016: Preliminary Report from responses to survey 



What we heard
 There is a high level of climate literacy among 
some health professionals 

 Those health professionals hold serious 
concerns about the ability of the health 
workforce and the health sector to be able to 
respond to the worsening health impacts of 
climate change 

 There is a high level of frustration about the 
failure of governments, in particular the 
Commonwealth, to develop effective policies 
to tackle global warming and to recognise and 
respond to health risks 

 Health professionals are driven by deep value 
commitments and want to help drive the 
transition





How can change be effected? 

 ❝ Mobilize the sector—all of it — and the 
general public; educate on the specific 
pathways between climate change, health risks 
and health outcomes in the near and long 
term. ❞ 

 ❝ The health sector can collaborate and 
network as a unified body to lobby government 
to take action on climate change. ❞ 



Health Leaders Roundtable - Parliament 
House



National consultation cont.

 October 2016: Health Leaders Roundtable 

 May 2017: Final Consultation Report 

 June 2017: Framework for a National Strategy 
on Climate, Health and Wellbeing for Australia  

Themes from Consultation 
1. Power of the health voice in climate change policy and action
2. Critical role for federal government in climate and health 
3. Knowledge and concerns about climate change and climate policy  
4. Support for and architecture of a National Strategy for Climate, 
Health and Well-being 



Expectations of the Federal 
Government

 ❝ It [Australian Government) must get very serious 
about climate change as an imminent global 
disaster, with very grave implications for Australia, 
that may well be with us for millennia. ❞ 

 ❝ The Federal Govt. should demonstrate its total 
commitment to limiting global warming to well 
under 2oC by developing a clear program (policies, 
actions, timelines, targets, responsibilities, etc) to 
eliminate all Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050 at the latest ❞  

  



1. Why we need a 
National Strategy 
on Climate, Health 
and Well-being for 
Australia 

2. The Policy 
Framework for a 
National Strategy 
on Climate, Health 
and Well-being for 
Australia 

3. Implementing the 
Strategy



What the framework offers





Supporting organisations









Recognition of Framework’s value

 Acknowledged as a world leading                      
climate-health policy framework in 2017               
Lancet Countdown Australian Policy Brief 
 Described as: “one of the best pieces of                
work in the climate risk management field” 
 Informing local Public Health and Wellbeing 
Plans 
 Its power comes from its collaborative 
development – provides integrity, applicability, 
support from stakeholders



Informing state policy, while 
we work on federal 

 Informed the development of 
the Qld Human Health and 
Wellbeing Climate Adaptation 
Plan (developed by CAHA and 
NCCARF, released September 
2018) 
 We’re working with state / 
territory health ministers to 
endorse / table the National 
Framework at Council of 
Australian Governments



Attracting interest of global 
community



Global Call to Action on 
Climate and Health
 CALL TO ACTION 

 The Call to Action on Climate and Health outlines a set of ten 
priority policy actions for health leadership to advance ambitious 
progress towards global climate and health goals (read the full 
Call to Action).  

We are seeking the endorsement of this Call to Action by health 
systems and organizations around the world at all levels – from 
local to global.  

Please join us in mobilizing stronger climate action for health and 
health action for climate. 

Endorse the Call to Action here: https://
www.globalclimateandhealthforum.org/call-to-action/

https://www.globalclimateandhealthforum.org/s/ccknlllyanjcjgaw2p7s21dio9pyxc
https://www.globalclimateandhealthforum.org/s/ccknlllyanjcjgaw2p7s21dio9pyxc
https://www.globalclimateandhealthforum.org/call-to-action#endorsement
https://www.globalclimateandhealthforum.org/call-to-action/
https://www.globalclimateandhealthforum.org/call-to-action/


The ‘Our Climate Our Health’ Campaign

• Aims to secure the implementation of the National Strategy on 
Climate Health and Wellbeing for Australia 

• Convening dialogues between health groups / health 
professionals, researchers and policymakers / parliamentarians 

• Offering training for health professionals to be Climate-Health 
Champions 

• Get involved, sign up to support, donate @  
www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au

http://www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au/




Symposium on Climate and 
Health- September 2018



www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au

http://www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au/

